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THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

10:00 A.M. JANUARY 24,2021

Before worship, talk to God.  During worship, let God talk to you.  After worship, talk to your fellow worshipper.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE “Voluntary” (J. Stanley)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHIMES

817 GATHERING SONG “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ”

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

It is you who light my lamp; you, my God, who lights up the darkness.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life; of whom shall | be afraid?

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out
upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy God,

C: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts
are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing
to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth
and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we
have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive
them in your divine mercy. Amen.



P: How vast is God's grace! Through the power and promise of § Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God's own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God's forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ's justice and the Spirit's reconciling peace.

C: Amen.

GREETING
P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.

C: And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE “Glory Be to God in Heaven” page 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a - bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa -ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit,

and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be
destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah's dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the
reader to wrestle with the question "On whom should God have mercy?"

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you. 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of
the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. “Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" >And
the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 62:5-12

SFor God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God.

5God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.

"In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.

8Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
*Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. Placed on the scales
together they weigh even less than a breath.

©put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; though wealth increase, set not your
heart upon it.

11God has spoken once, twice have | heard it, that power belongs to God.

2Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay all according to their deeds.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in
the present in fervent anticipation of God's future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

2Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be
as though they had none, *and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice
as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 3'and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing
away.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
5



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news  that you bring.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 1% chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as "the gospel” or good news from
God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, *and saying,
"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news."

18As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. "And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”
BAnd immediately they left their nets and followed him. °As he went a little farther, he saw James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 2°lmmediately he called them; and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

798 HYMN OF THE DAY “Will You Come and Follow Me”

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all

people in need.

A brief silence.

A: For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for
musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God's reconciling love, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

A: For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of
creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

A: For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire all
people in the just use of wealth, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

A: For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief especially,
Sylvia, Lynnette, Laura, Margaret, Verla, and Lu, as well as our homebound members, all unable to
worship this weekend, and all family, friends and even enemies we name now, either out loud or in the
silence of our hearts (pause), that in the midst of suffering, God's peace and mercy surround them, let
us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

A: For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that meet
here during the week, that God's steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

A: In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that they
point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

P:  Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: Jesus says, "Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." (John 14:27)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

VOLUNTARY "Simple Gifts" Jubilation Ringers Bell Choir (arr. S Stokes)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: Merciful God,

C: receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in
the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 206
P:  The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: Wellift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy.........we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY hymn 190
Q b i —— —— ——  — —— — —1 ]
ﬁi IP | i /'il i i j I I I | I f I | & ]
\NS®, L o 1 ez e e E—— i F— = ——
) [
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and mught,__
O 1 | ; ; ! | ;
A5 — —— —— 1 — — — ————
ﬁp_bﬂ—"%—’—"ﬁ_d—! | r I 1 | I 1 & Il 1 | | rS r ]
a’ = &7 = I I &7 [ &7 = e | - 1
; ‘
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
O L | N | | | | | .
o \_ 1T I [ ] | [ u T—1 I ] I I I L I I I [ I ]
\Q_j’ 1 1 } 1 I 1 & | X0 I ; i
hea-ven and earth are full, full ~  of your glo - 1y, Ho-
0 ‘ . | . ‘ ‘
A 57— —— — —1— —t —— —— — p a—
(9 L ¢ ~ 77 = ] >~ . r3
v - I
san - na in the high-est Ho-san - na 1in the high - est
Q Il I) } ILI I I } } I T } I } } I I | 4 I I I 1 I ]
Y = I T - I I —= = &' e I ;
[ f P \—_’/D
Bless-ed 1s he  who comes._ in the name of the Lord. Ho -
9 Il II I | I T Y I I I I I T I T | I Y | Y Il |
r 4% 'I"- 1 I | I | I | 1 - I I |—F I I 1 | I | - | I + il |
3 - I
san - na in the high - estt Ho-san - na in  the high - est

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

P: This is God’s table and we are God’s people, let us be fed.

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God” page 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
POST COMMUNION BLESSING Congregation: Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A: God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your
presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.

C: Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you
in peace.
C: Amen.



867 SENDING SONG “In Thee Is Gladness”

DISMISSAL
A: Goinpeace. Letyour light shine.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “In dir ist Freude” (“In Thee Is Gladness”) (J. S. Bach)

PERMISSIONS: Liturgy and Hymns and Livestreaming reproduced under CCLI License 2223794 and/or
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB1216798, Publishers, OneLicense.net A-710318. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Bill & Shirley Perry in honor of their 50" Wedding Anniversary.

THE ETERNAL CANDLE FOR JANUARY is given by Sue Wild in memory of her great aunt,
Helen Radtke. She was such a family treasure!

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:
Sylvia Levings (home), Lynnette Johnson (home), Laura Martin (home), Margaret Stewart (home), Verla Buch
(home), Lu Heisler (home), Marian Orton (home), Blake Hopper (home), Martha Donohoe (home), Phil
Engelhardt (home), Rob Peterson (home), Breck Edds (home), David Haefke (Laura’s son), Valorie Dukat
(Diane’s daughter), Donna Tobyen (friend of Barb Collins), Martin Godlove (Sylvia Levings’ son), Lewis
Sanders (Rachelle Witherspoon’s father), Syndee Haake (daughter of friend of Nancy Vaughn), Blanche
Stephansen (Ron Bessler’s sister), Nicole Klein (Patti’s God-daughter), Georgi Peterson (Rhonda Dealey’s
mother), Linda Boleski (Penny & Marvin Boleski’s sister-in-law), Lawrence & Lenette Kottas (Eileen Caspers’
parents), John Browne (Penny & Marvin Boleski’s brother-in-law), Ann Dorton (extended family member of
LaDonna Little), Camille Baehni Engler (former member), Brennan Soukup (Julie Bender’s cousin), Carlotta
Ullman (Trudi Myers’ great niece), C.A. & Mary Lou Brunkhorst (Ann Sanders’ parents), Dan Lykins (cousin of
Nancy Sherbert), Heather Roesch (Tracy’s sister-in-law), Katelynn Herring (Jeanie Schuler’s great niece), Linda
Myers (Trudi’s daughter-in-law), David Metzenthin (Bud & Lois’ son).

LESSONS JANUARY 31
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021

ETERNAL CANDLES can be found in both the main Worship Center and our beautiful Chapel.
In 2021 you may DONATE both candles in remembrance or in honor of someone for the entire
month. Please contact LaDonna, in the church office, (785) 272-5302 or email her at
Istlutherantopeka@sbcglobal.net to sign-up for a month and give information that will be
included in the bulletin. The cost will be $20 for the month. December is still available.

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2021 Altar 44

Please consider helping use have fresh flowers on our altar. Please contact either Flowels “
LaDonna at the church office 785-272-5302 or Jeanie Schuler 785-845-7964 and we
will gladly take your information over the phone. The altar flowers cost $25 per vase
plus tax. Reservations may be made for one ($25) or two vases ($50). Pulpit flowers are

also an option to recognize a special occasion for $50 plus tax.
OPEN 2021 DATES FOR BOTH VASES (unless indicated otherwise) ARE:
4/18 (one); 5/2 (one), 5/23; 7/25; 8/1 (one), 8/29; 9/26; 10/24, 11/7,11/28; 12/12 (one).

Iﬂ DOORST=P

DOORSTEP'S "SOUPERBOWL SUNDAY™

FEBRUARY 7t @

Bring soup and crackers to help stock Doorstep's pantry!

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY IS FEBRUARY 7™!  Doorstep is asking for donations for
SouperBowl Sunday! Please bring SOUP AND CRACKERS to restock Doorstep’s pantry. A
can of soup can be a meal, and in the past, with a successful collection, Doorstep has had soup
and crackers to last them into the summer months! Please remember Doorstep when you go
grocery shopping, and pick up a few items for your neighbors in need.
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Third Sunday after Epiphany &, January 24, 2021

In the Nets of the Kingdom

an, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from Michigan

to Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The two met at a church youth
convention; now she was going to be his high school prom date. Here’s how it hap-
pened: At the youth gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two held the
same green hymn book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross-legged
in a circle on the floor, she read compellingly from her red leatherette Bible.
For evening reflections, the prayers she pulled from her blue plastic packet of
devotions swept the room. Bruce was bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket.
When Jan stepped off the bus, she shimmered, telling him how from seat to seat
along Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting fourteen converts on a colorful mis-
sionary journey.

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind of
fishing for people Jesus was after when he passed along the Sea of Galilee, calling
oily fishermen to “follow me.” What shook Simon and Andrew, James and John,
and countless women and men throughout the ages to—immediately, impul-
sively—give up their nets, quit mending, abandon boats, and leave families and
homes?

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a way
of living, a manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing but earnestly believing
that when he asks us to step up, something more meaningful than all we have
awaits us.

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in which we
are constantly casting nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me”
is an epiphany. It is an invitation, not to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to
gather the weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined and abandoned, scared
and starving, to show compassion to the mean and unloving, and to embrace the
great, greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this awaits us in the nets of God’s
kingdom.

Cover: The Calling of the Disciples by P. Raj. C: ©2020 P, y Used by

Feadings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apacrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Divislon of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States. Revised Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission, Please visit out WBb site at
www.augsburgfortress.org. 1and 2
Copyright © 2020 Augaburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20210124—SEPH ELCA 15
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